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COBTEST 
Development Tool 

 
Mainframe courses at SYS-ED include: 
 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Programming Skills 
PC Emulation of 
Mainframe Software 
Telecommunications 
VSAM 
Database: 
IMS 
Client/Server 
for MVS 

Programming 
Languages 
Utilities & 
Development Tools 
Operating Systems 
CICS 
Relational Database 
Productivity 
Management 

 
 
To see a list of courses available, go to our 
web site at www.sysed.com. 

 
AT [ENTRY program,...|ALL] 
 [statement|statement1:statement2] 
 [(command-list)] 
 [COUNT(n[,m[,k])] 
 NOTIFY|NONOTIFY] 
 [DEFER]  
 
Function: Establishes breakpoint at one or more COBOL verbs 
Abbreviation: A 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
AUTO [LIST command 
 |ON 
 |OFF] 
 
Function: Starts automatic listing of program variables 
Abbreviation: AU 
Modes:  Full Screen 
COLOR 
 
Function: Tailor the color attributes of the full screen display. 
Abbreviation: COL 
Modes:  Full Screen 
* comments 
 
Function: Provide comments in the debugging session. 
Abbreviation: None 
Modes:  Batch, Line, or Full Screen 
DROP[symbol,...] 
 
Function: Deletes a symbolpoint at one or more COBOL verbs 
Abbreviation: A 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
DUMP 
 
Function: Terminates session and writes a dump to the SYSABOUT 
(MVS/TSO), CICS dump data set or CMS virtual printer. 
Abbreviation: DU 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
FLOW [ON|OFF|PRINT| (n) PRINT] 
 
Function: Traces the flow of control in your program. 
Abbreviation: FL 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
FREQ [ALL|program| 
 ( program,...)] 
 [OFF] 
 
Function: Turns on statement frequency tallying. 
Abbreviation: FR 
Mode:  FRModes: Batch, Line or Full Screen. 
GO [Statement] 
 
Function: Starts or resumes execution.   
Abbreviation: G 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
HELP [Command] 
 [ALL 
 FUNCTION 
 OPERANDS[(operand list)] 
 SYNTAX] 
 
Function: Provides information regarding a  COBTEST command.  
Abbreviation: G 
Modes:  Line or Full Screen 
IF (expression) 
 [(command list)] 
 HALT|HA |GO 
 
Function: Provides for conditional executin of debug commands.  
Abbreviation: I 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
LINK [USING data-item 
 [,data-item,...]] 
 
Function: Simulate the execution of a subprogram. 
Abbreviation: LIN 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
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LIST [item,item,... | 
 ALL  |  literal 
 [GROUP] 
 [DISPLAY | BOTH | HEX] 
 [PRINT] 
 
Function: Displays or prints the attributes and values of selected fields. 
Abbreviation: L 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
LISTBRKS [PRINT] 
 
Function: Displays or prints the active breakpoints. 
Abbreviation: LISTB 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
LISTEQ [PRINT] 
 
Function: Displays or prints the active symbols specified in an EQUATE 
command. 
Abbreviation: LISTE 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
LISTFREQ [ALL | 
 program[,program...]] 
 [ZEROFREQ] 
 [PRINT] 
 
Function: Displays or prints the number of times each COBOL verb is 
executed. 
Abbreviation: LISTF 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
LISTINGS 
 
Function: Invokes the listing panel. 
Abbreviation: LISTI 
Modes:  Full Screen 
MOVECURS 
 
Function: Moves the cursor between home and last position. 
Abbreviation: MOVEC, MC 
Modes: Full Screen 
NEXT [(command list)] 
 
Function: Set a temporary breakpoint at the next verb. 
Abbreviation: N 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
OFF [statement[,statement...]] 
 [statement1:statement2 
 [,statement1:statement2...] 
 
Function: Remove breakpoint(s). 
Abbreviation: O (Full Screen only) 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
OFFWN 
 [when-name[,when-name...]] 
 
Function: Remove a conditional breakpoint established by a WHEN. 
Abbreviation: OFFW 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
ONABEND [(command-list)] 
 
Function: If an ABEND occurs, execute the commands in the command list. 
Abbreviation: ONAB 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
PEEK 
 
Function: Allows viewing of the line numbers that are not displayed by the 
breakpoint feedback. 
Abbreviation: P 
Modes:  Full Screen 
POSITION number 
 
Function: Places the specified line number on the top of the screen. 
Abbreviation: POS 
Modes:  Full Screen 
 
 

PREVDISP 
 
Function: Redisplays the previous panel. 
Abbreviation: PREV 
Modes:  Full Screen 
PRINTDD ddname 
 
Function: Output ddname for the PRINT clause and the RECORD command. 
Abbreviation: PRI 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full 
PROFILE 
 
Function: Displays the profile panel. 
Abbreviation: PROF 
Modes:  Full Screen 
PROC 
 
Function: Simulates a non-existed subroutine. 
Abbreviation: PRO 
Modes:  Full Screen 
QUALIFY program 
 
Function: Provide all subsequent command with the program name 
qualification. 
Abbreviation: Q 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
QUIT 
 
Function Terminates session without a dump. 
Abbreviation: QUI 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
RECORD | NORECORD 
 
Function: Activates/deactivates logging. 
Abbreviation: RE | NORE 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
RESTART 
 
Function: Restarts and reloads program. 
Abbreviation: RESTA 
Modes:  Line or Full Screen 
RESTORE 
 
Function: Restores full screen to the last point of execution. 
Abbreviation: RESTO 
Modes:  Full Screen 
RUN [statement] 
 
Function: Turns off debugging commands (ie: breakpoints) and executes the 
program. 
Abbreviation: R 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
SEARCH [delimited string] 
 
Function: Search for a character string. 
Abbreviation: SEA 
Modes:  Full Screen 
S number 
 
Function: Display a frequency count on a specific line with multiple verbs. 
Abbreviation: None 
Modes:  Full Screen 
SET item1=[item2 | literal] 
 
Function: Move a value into a data item. 
Abbreviation: S 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
SOURCE [LISTING program | 
  L program | 
  OFF | 
  ON 
 
Function: Open, closes, or changes the size of the source. 
Abbreviation: SO 
Modes:  Full Screen 
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STEP number 
 
Function: Executes a specified number of COBOL verbs. 
Abbreviation: ST 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
SUFFIX [ON | OFF] 
 
Function: Opens and closes the suffix area. 
Abbreviation: SUF 
Modes:  Full Screen 
SYSCMD 
 
Function: Allows you to enter CMS commands. 
Abbreviation: None 
Modes:  Line or Full Screen 
TRACE [PARA 
 | ENTRY 
 | NAME 
 | OFF] 
 [PRINT] 
 
Function: Display a flow of program control. 
Abbreviation: T 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
VTRACE [number] 
 
Function: Displays a dynamic program execution in full screen mode. 
Abbreviation: V 
Modes:  Full Screen 
WHEN   when-name 
  [item | expression] 
  [(command list)] 
 
Function: Monitors each COBOL statement for a breakpoint if issued or a 
command list is executed. 
Abbreviation: WH 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
WHERE [PRINT] 
 
Function: Displays the current statement number. 
Abbreviation: WHER 
Modes:  Batch, Line or Full Screen 
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